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Pastors Corner

In the story of the Good Samaritan it was the
Samaritan, a person rejected in the religious community
who showed mercy to the wounded man. The purpose
of this story was to illustrate the meaning of the
commandment to love your neighbor. The story was
meant to show the failure of the religious leaders who
were so occupied in keeping their faith pure and had no
time to show mercy to the wounded man. The
Samaritan had no need for any theological reflection
before he could stop to help the wounded man.

The stories of wounded people come to us from
many sources. One would think it would not matter who
tells the story, but to many religious leaders it does.
Some tellers of the story are judged to be too political.
Others are considered to be messengers of a social
gospel. Why does the storyteller have to be
theologically pure? We are free to respond in our own
faith experience. Why can we not rejoice when
someone shows concem for the wounded ones,
whoever they may be?

We have to admit; today's world is much the same as
the world in Jesus time. Religious leaders are too busy
keeping the church machinery running. A greater
concern is keeping the faith pure. Often it is those
rejected by the church who respond to the call to help
the wounded. Would we not do well to be less
concerned about being theologically pure and focus on
the commandment Jesus said included the whole law,
love the Lord your God with your whole heart, mind and
soul, and your neighbor as your self?

This past weekend Father Michael Lapsley was in
Oklahoma City to participate in the Forgiveness Project,
in memory of the tenth anniversary of the bombing in
Okiahoma City. Father Lapsley is from South Africa and
was deeply involved to end apartheid in South Africa.
For this he was targeted to be eliminated. He received a
letter bomb, which blew off both of his hands, one of his
eyes, and burst his eardrums. He now needs help to
dress himself for the rest of his life. In spite of this
tragedy in his life Father Lapsley is a cheerful person
and a pleasure to be with, One senses that he loves his
neighbor, including the one who sent him the letter
bomb that so destroyed his body.

It did not take a theological discussion to know that we
are brothers in the faith.

Like the warmth of the springtime sun renews the

earth, may your life be renewed by the warmth of your
love for your neighbor.

-Moses Mast

Faith, now there's a concept. A belief you hold onto,
for no better reason than “just because®. Of course it
goes a little deeper than that, but it's quite
unexplainable. For example, do you believe in the virgin
birth, in Immaculate Conception? How about the
resurrection? What about prayer, do you believe
someone is really listening? These concepts are all
pretty essential to being a Christian. These things can't
be proven, we take it on faith that they are real. We
have faith that the bible is the real word of God. What
did Jesus say about Faith? And Prayer? (You thought |
was going to tell you, but I'm not, this article is inter-
active, you have to think, or at least look it up.)

In our daily lives we sometimes must depend on faith
when making decisions. We don’t always have a clear,
absolute, provable right answer for what we do. But we
still have a vision of such clarity that we know, that this
is the direction we must take, even though we don't
even know where it's going to take us. | believe that's
how God works at times. He somehow always finds a
way to let us know what to do, where fo turn, when to
speed-up and when to slow down. He somehow always
manages to let us know why we are where we are and
what we are supposed to do. It's not our decision as to
what our purpose is. Our only decision is whether or not
we follow Gods direction. If you will think back to the
bible, you can come up with a few examples of where
men followed this line of thinking. They moved on faith
knowing that God was leading. This article | hope you
remember is interactive, you have to think of some
examples. And now for the hard questions.

If you can believe in a God that can't be seen, in a
savior that technically could not have been born that
was killed and came back to life, if you can believe that
-a book written by many authors many, many years ago
is the true word of god and that you can close your eyes
and talk to god either aloud or silently and he will hear
you, why is it so hard for you to accept that god is
feading and we need to follow. Our mission has fong
been decided, by God, and he will let us know what it is
in his own time.
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Recent Events

We extend condolences to Martha Shoemaker for the
death of her sister.

Shirley Hughes has been to visit her children in
Wisconsin and Oregon.

Linda Berry is back with us after surgery.

Ralph and Becky Ediger went to the MCC relief sale in
Kansas.

Coming Events:
* June 3-5 -Family camp at Little Ax State Park

*  May 8-15- Gene Stolzfus from Christian
Peacemakers will be speaking in the Oklahoma City
area that week. If you wish to know more about
CPT their web site is www.cpt.org
Part of his speaking schedule is as follows:

May 10, 7:00, Weatherford, Okla. home of Delbert
& Pat Penner

May 11 12:00 noon United ministry Center OU
campus 1017 Elm St.

May 11, 7:00, Pleasant View Mennonite Church,
Hydro, Okla.

May 12, 7:00, p.m. Episcopal Church Center at 10th
& Robinson

May 15, 8:00, a.m. Church of the Servant
10:00 a.m. Joy Mennonite Church

6:00 p.m. Church of the Open Arms 3131 N. Penn.
For more information you can call 771-4743
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Preaching schedule: May 1- Moses Mast
May 8- Moses Mast

May 15- Gene Stolzfus from CPT
May 22- To be decided
May 29- James Branum

In Closing

| have another hard Question for you to ponder.
it's pretty well expected that during and after a war we
have a large number of young people who have some
problems stemming from combat service, some physical
some mental some emotional some with all
combinations. What are we as a Mennonite community
doing to reach out to these young people? To help
them? Do we only reach out to those who refuse to
serve or desert? What about those who served
honorably and have some real difficulties because of it?
We do believe in Gods unconditional love for all his
children, right? Think about it.

Don't forget about our guest from the Christian
peacemakers, that should be interesting. And
remember our annual campout is coming up.
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