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. Friends of ours recently joined a church in Dear Friends,
the community they moved to. On the day they As we approach Lent j i
Jjoined, 36 others also joined (we do good to world attempts onge a:ga§:Ste;$m;hed§2:;:t12?
have_a new baby). This chgrch provides a good spiritual rebirth. We need to make some sort of
service to the community. They_ provide acknou%edgement of faith statement - "God, we
counseling and prayer for Fhe anxieties people are still with you," but maybe we end up with
have. As our friends describe it, people feel our 90's version of 30 pieces of silver or Jjust
carad_for. They have a gymnasium fot the youth. say._'I really don’t know that guy (Jesus)®". Our
Is this perha?s in Fhe_same trgdltl?nlthat the combined community actions would often indicate
church led in building universities and that we truly don’'t known him - case in point,
hospitals? Now that our youth are in crisis, the our "Christian” reaction or response to those
church builds recreational facilities. We could dxfforent than we, and with different
ask, "what more does God require of us?" I could philosophies, opinions, and orientations.
not help but be reminded how small we are. We In reading the Mennonite Weekly Review, I am
will probably never experience this kind of encouraged that pro and con opinions are printed
growth. 1 believe, hoyevar. that we should not on the two hot issues - abortion and homosexual-
compare ourselves with others but instead ltY,_the latter threatening our church’s very
reflect on how we can be faithful. We also coexistence. Yes, I have my own opinions, those
ghguld not Justify ouff sma#lness as 1if it is ;h:tt:‘ must lilewith or rationalize in my life,
ecause we are more aithful. That kind of u at’s really not the point 1 would make,
justification is a real trap that keeps us from after all, through generations millions are
reflecting on our true relationship with God. 3tlli beéng spent debating voluntary, inherited,
Being small can be isolationist. The church eveloped, or “just in the genes" traits of
should provide a forum for proclamation and homosexuality, and whether there is care,
service. If the church is too "small it may be tregtmeat or cure f:r this orientation. Here
very difficult to provide this forum. again the jury is definitely still out.
A small church must make a greater effort to 1 Nong Ofd us will ever know how often we have:
effective beyond its walls. It is easy to earned an studied with, recreated in sports
lose sight of why we exist or should continue to with, served their country together with, worked
exist. We do not exist to pay the mortgage or elbow to elbow with, sat next in church to, or
the salary of the pastor. We must remember that even knelt in prayer next to a gay Rerean.
we exist to proclaim the gospel and to help each B?fore they "came out of the closet”® there
other remain faithful and keep from falling into wasn’t much distinction and not a whole lot of
fhe wine of ouF sseiety. need for discussion of rights; HIV and AIDS has
A small church can easily spend more per come along to be an identifier. Hi?hout being
member for building and staff than larger labeled one could be a hero, a genius, a good
churches. If we are in fact a house church harq ugrker. a great guy to be around, or a good
perhaps we should be more careful to operate Christian. That has now a%l changed, and I haya
1ike & houss chureh. been assured that the straight/gay percentage is
Maybe we are more radical in our talk than in not significantly different than ever before, we

s just dealing more openly with the question.
our walk. We must try to be more radical in our are Just. = it ] s :
Calkthan §h our ralk. madical talk without the ., JSLTRIONCl Christiens in this eity (and,other
1k sn't sound like the gospel. s . i . %
o SmgTT church:; ha;eebeen garz of our history. their basic c¢ivil and equal rights and their

contributions in rights to qual gpportqnjties. Now 1is that
?::iipiztzﬁgesthzaV:oZ:gT.gr:atgood exanple is really the Christ-like thing to do? Are we truly

Clarence Jordon with Koinonia Farms. They were a that flawless that we can pass judgment on those
small group but made a great contribution to an ::gr?::ﬁs b;ﬁ;e" Sg 1:ﬁ: “f:i;?;:m"°:1;:?° ég;?;
understanding of the gospel in America. Sl lds an®
We should always remember that small churches, . f " . .
too, must think about their focus and be aware With all the pain and suffering that we have
¢ lhat afe the .distvactions all observed resulting from AIDS, one would
@ - - think a Christian response would (or should) be
‘P7ﬂ70¢nn )77 L of compassion, caring, love and tolerance. but
it has been one of hate, condemnation, and often
violence.
spiritual rebirth this season? Can we see some
area for imerovement in our personal lives? Can
we pass it around in our hurting world?
When did you last really love someone, no
strings attached? Try it, you might like it.

Love and best season's wishes, :

P.S. You should be able to get your taters in
the ground by St. Patrick’ Day. B
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Wichia '95 Wichita Watch. Youth

Santiago.
25-30, in central Kansa

speakers at Wichita ‘95 will include
Hubert Brown, Ruth Boehm, Mike
Yaconelli, Mark Vincent, June Alliman
Yoder, Tony Campolo and Noel

Plan now to attend, July

Church Address: 504 NE 161 SrT.
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