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We are a consumer society. We know a bargain
when we see one. A consumer interpretation of
the Easter story makes it the greatest bargain
of all time. We get the greatest gift a person
can receive, &and we say it 1is free. We only
need to follow a prescribed prescription of
affirming that we believe Jesus died on the
cross for wus, and we are assured of eternal
life. Modern consumer society's interpretation
has ignored what Jesus said about 1life and
death and the cross.

Jesus said anyone not willing to take up
their cross is not worthy of me and cannot be
my disciple. Does this mean that the redemption

of the «cross is only for those who take up
their own «cross? The modern church, however,
has not defined well the meaning of the cross.

Jesus understood the cross as the price you pay
to be faithful to your commitment to the God of
unconditional love, the God of the covenant.
Jesus was committed to the covenant
relationship of unconditional love that God had

promised humanity. The people wanted Jesus to
be their king. A good king may care about the
erests of some but not for the world. The
ives of Judas for betraying Jesus remain a

mystery for wus, but it may well be that Judas
tried to force Jesus to take some assertive
action for their liberation. Jesus tefused to
be a king or a8 warrior but was committed to the
God of the covenant, 8 commitment to
unconditional leve. Jesus refused to
participate with the powers of this world, many
of whom were part of the religious
establishment, and for this refusal they killed
him.

Our part of the covenant is to be God's
people. Does not Jesus' teaching about our
eross tell wus theat we must make the same
radical commitment to be of God's people as
Jesus made to the God of the covenant? By
consumer standards this is no bargain. This is
a costly price. But then, consumer standards do

not lead to life ©but death. The way of the
cross leads to life.
May you have a joyful Easter, and may the

renewal of Easter be with you always.
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Dean Faiends,

By the fime you nead this all of the Lenten
senvices "prnoduced and dinccied" by oun Joy
Mennonite Chunch f{ellowship families will be
histony. With alf Zthe [Loving 4inovaiive talent
in oun 4mall feflowship, cach senvice came off
veny inspinational and challenging. These and
other aciivdities 4inditiated by oun "shephend"”
have crneazed a closen bonding and Zogeihenness
in the wonk and necaeational aciivities of Zhe
chuach.

Those who ook oun March 4inviZation
seniously, could and withed Zo do 40, willf have
been at oun Maundy Thursday communion service.
A "seden" celebration in mock-miniatunre,
instigated by Mike ard Daxlene Powens, wasd
possible onby with contndibuiion and
panticipation of alLl oun {ellowship familics.

We Zay to mahke communion a new experience each
time. A numben of oguests wene preseni by
special Lnvitation - initiaied by Moses and
Sadie.

We may only write once a month, bui our hopes
ane Zhai our mind processcs are aif wonrk
continually between writings, coniemplaling
Jesus - His Zteaching and His Life here on
eanth. Appropriatefly we celebratfe His binth
foyously ai Chnistmas, but  mav scaxce
acknowfedge the impaci of Hi4 death 1900+ veans

Laten as mone ihan Easier panades and {asdhion
neviews. Lincoln wnoic and spoke of the civdl
wan dead having "given Zthein Lasi full mecasune

of devotien" - did noi Jesus do this 1900
yeans eanldien on the cnrnoss - not fusi fon a
couniry on a pecple, but for allf humaniiy?

His wonds Live on also, bui 2o many Zhey have

become 4shaflow echoes of habit within 2zhe
confining waflls of Zthe onganized church. Mosz
of us can Live wifh His Zeachings as a maiien

of social convenience up fo 2the point of
pensonal pain (Lack or absence of comfort) and
sacnifice (ideniifying wiith and equafizing oun
affluence with those Less fortunaie].

1 believe iz is safe 2o say that daily one

can nead in a mafor newspapexr 4somewhene,
someone befieving <that 2the morals of 2Zhis
couniny will one day do us 4in, and uxrging a

neituan 2o God, values, JLove, tolenance. Some
nefen to 11 Chrondicles 7:14. Tsaiah 4is also
full of these Zypes of exhontations. They may

be night, and he who has eans ...........
Wishing you all an Lﬂépik&< Easien.




(FELL-O-W-SHIP)

As usual, our meeting with the
JMC Support Committee was warm.
We regret the loss of Ted

&gd@@m Kuschel frem the group who is
leaving Enid fer eanother
pastoral challenge. Ve have
enjoyed Ted &and Linda, thank

them warmly, &and wish them the
N[ws very best.

Also leaving the aree, going
=—=——=== | "home to Kensas," is Peter
%%% Neufeld. He remains on  the
=== committee where he &and Onalee
will continue to wortk with and
suppert JMC. We wish them well.

Sem Herris, founder 2nd executive director of
RESULTS International, will be at Mayflower
Congregational Church at 3601 NW 63rd St on
Yonday, 11 April 1994. He will speak about
ending hunger and poverty end reclaiming our
democracy. A quote from Margaret Mead: "Never
doubt that & handful of thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is
the only thing that ever has."

Our March issue announced arrivel of the
Abraham and Sarah Caravan in Oklahoma City on

Westein A

DATES TO REMEMBER

Ppddniy, . 23 Apzil., Other cecheduled <central
Kansas activities are forcing a delay until .
Monday, 18 April, and the caravan may stay the ERLis 1 AP e ere e e e ate sl ... Good Fricdav
rest of the week. The JMC work cay set for S, A3 ABE. Saliaimesie s b 6 b Easien Sundav
Ssturday, 16 April, ds still on line for Sai., 16 ABAi. civevevu.. JMC/Communily Work Day
coordinated activities in the community. For Men., 1& Apa. . Abzaham £ Sarah Cazavar Arzival
update info as this all develops call Moses and Sune; & MU senieavieiiinde s e cev.. Mothezx's Dav
Sadie at 771-4743 or Bill at 324=-7644. Moty 30 MBY oo vioimnin mosisinisialnisineie misza Memcadiel Day
We hope Zhai chuxnches necedvding
: = 2 axe also posiing it Zo te zead by
weba?ea dedines sympathy as "a {eelirng of membens.
compassion for anothen's sufferdngs.” Jou
Mernonite Chuxch withes Zo convey Zhis
compassd Z ik d arzed { 7 §
7 E 4o0n a0 :Pa‘ Floyd §“t¢a~ family of Joy Mennonite Church shares their love and
ewlon, Kardsas, 4in Zhe passing cf a beloved :
; £ A ¥ g 2 comfort with Ron and Judy Perkins in the
wife and devoied mezhenr on 11 Februaru 1¢94 in i i
Nekdoh. The {amit o i L An passing of his grendmother, Iva Titsworth, in
b La- el e iafaQPWLu '.gi cﬁ heirp§4i+”£ Seyre, OK, on Saturday, 19 March 1994. Services
Fove aanis a:d 4unkoj; éﬁfﬁt;é tur Lnratzian were held for her there en Monday, 21 Merch.
e I ériind-ard F? X% g0 20 ovd eepecfaﬁig May the family find the thought comforting that
IR 1d suppoaien here Lin cukr chureh she is now at pesce, her suffering dene, and
fellowship. i ’
remember her life warmly.
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