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We had a baby dedication on Sunday, Jan 30, at
Joy Mennonite Chunrch. This 44 an exeifing event
for us. 1 is an oppontunity to sharne the foys of
the parents and thein families as well as a time
Lo express oun commitment to the chifd and hen
panents. We wish we coufd offer what was offered
our parents when we came into this wonrld, a
community commitied to make a good day by day
environment in whiech to naise a child. In the
urban setting this is not possible in the way it
was 4in ine nunaf seifing. Af Joy Mennonite no two

famifies come frnom the 4ame neighbornhood. 1t
seems the chunch, especially a smafl chunch Like

ouns, L5 mone of a nefuge {fnom the environment
than an Jinstituiion that shapes the environment.
If we think it is much monre difficult fo grow up

today then Jin the past, just nememben there have
always been pressunes against Chrnistian values.

As we Look at the neality of the unban chunch,
what commitments can we make to be involved in
each othen's Lfives and famifies? The natunaf
grouping of people in the unban setting is Zoo
tange o form community. Urban neighbonhoods do
not make community, instead we come togethen f{nom

places and make community. Community Ais
peopfe Look out fon each othen, not because
they desenve it but because they belong ftogeifhen.

Many peopfe in the unban setiing do not find
fulfilfment in thein wonk. They ZLook fon
gulfifllment after work and on weekends. Many Look
to play fon fulfilflment and often come up empiy.
The chaffenge o the wunban chunch is to provide
something satisfying, and it will probably be
some kind of wonk.

The environment now as in fhe past ofien seems
hostile to Christian values. The wurnban chunch
must help its people {ind the sirnength to face
this hostile envinonment - with counten culture
values,

Much mone could be said. We just want peopfe
to know they are not alone, especiafly those who
are bringing up chifdren in the city.
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Deanr Fnriends,

I may never quite grasp it - how faszt fime

flies. Noamal answenss to that Jincfude "when
you'ne having fun" on "the ofden you gez," and 1
sure have a 4inong suspicion which one A4

applicable in my case (not that fife i4 no fongen
fun - but...]. A full month has passed in the new
year, we are nacing headfong 4into lent and
Easten, and Zhen quickly hal{f the yean L8 behind
uad.

1t coufd be tolenablfe if somewherne afong the
way There was Tthe good feefing of having made a
diffenence somehow. AfL the things we abhon seem
fo have taken up pexmanent neproduciive nesidence
at? anound us. T4 it happening fo frusirate us
particulanfy on L4 it an effont o wake us up?
Chnistians, and some Mennonites, Zalk of the need
fon nevivalf, owning up to ourn sins (often things

that make us fess Loveable), and dinZying oun
prayen bones mone often.

ALE of “that takes fove, compassion,
fongiveness, tofernance, ete., which could

substantially be seen a4 new beginnings. New
beginnings - "new Life:" JMC has fust had a child
dedication senvice for a young new fife, and the
chunch befieves in familfies and Love - That it i4
noit an expeniment, but a fact that this wilf be
the solution to our Aocial ilLs and safvation foxr
oun wonltd.

Not that Valentine's Day by itseff could have
massive impact, but the Love theme of this season
just might/ coufd. Let's hope that we are not 40
wnapped up in oun own selves that pains, sonhows,
needs of othens get by us unnoficed. Let's
prepare oun minds and spinits fon ZThe true
meaning of FEasien - Have a good Lenien season o4

fdellowship.
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EVvERY SUNDAY AT [0 Ocrock A.M.

The interest rates are
down, and the economy is
picking up. So that's not
great news!! Try this -- T i <A
The JMC Worship Committee bt 57
met to look closely at o g T
ourselves in setting goals 2 2 % ﬁ
for 1994 and beyond. It 5 f j;ﬁ?““
seems as though preparing af conk
our hearts for ministry in f 5
the communi ty topped the list. o 3
Understanding our own heritage will " -
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from other quarters it appears that Church Address: 504 NE 162 ST.
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fellowship were gathered on Sunday, 30
January, for the dedication of
Jacqueline Mariah Standingwater Oun finst 1994 business meeiing indicafed at
Perkins, born 17 September 1993 to Ron Peast zwo things: Staong bonding and unify in ofin

felfowship,
stabifity. By
fon this

All present pledged
to Jacqueline
of

and Judy Perkins.
their love and support
in the joyous atmosphere
solemn ceremony.
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Moses & Sadie Mast

4708 Outpost Dr.
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and

yeanr.
to invofuve mone people in more activities.

at feast a temponrnany financial
acclamation officens wene neitained
A neshuffle of committees wonked
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