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CORNER 
People ask "how i6 youk chukch doing?" 
ThiA -La kind o4 an open-ended queztion 
but I think they want to know 
Aomething tike "ate theke any new 
peopte coming? Ake you gnawing?" In 
genekat, they ake inquiking about the 
chukch a 's an inztitution. 
We 4ind oukzetvez Ocuzing on the 
inztitution. We want kezpect. We want 
to be seen aA AUC 0 PAA/LY, Wo want the 
neighbokhood to take ca AekiouA. When 
we have a viziting zpeakek we hope 
evekyone wilt Ahow up, and -5ome 
viAitokA woutd help. We want to leave 
a good impkezzion. When we get keatty 
honest it doeAn't Aound too Apikituat, 
does it? 
The eak-Py	 chukch, and	 also	 the 
Mennonite chukch in itz	 yeatz, 
weke not	 known az	 one	 o4	 the 

411(ceAgut inAtitutionz o4 theik time. 
use chukcheA did not own ok contkot 

pkopekty, o icten not even a meeting 
p- ace. They met in Aomeone'A tootAhed 
ok undek a tkee. People 4ocuAed not on 
being a AucceAA4ut inAtitution but on 
how to kemain 4aith4ut in theik 
tkiatz. Th-L-s changed, and the chukch 
became a zuccezz4ut inztitution, owned 
and	 conttotted	 pkopekty,	 buitt 
beauti4ut buitdingA.	 We know what 
happened to zpikituat gkowth duking 
these times o4 zuccezz. 
What might an evatuation 4okm by Jezuz 
took tike? Richakd Rohk, a Catholic 
pkiezt, zayz Jezuz nevek envLsLoned 
the chukch a-o the in-stitution it has 
become. He betieveA leAuA envL'sLoned 
-matt houAe 4ettowAhipA. Julys -'poke 
o4 the 4ew that woutd be on the way, 
o4 the two ok thkee gatheted. The 
great Aymbot o4 the inAtitution, the 
tempte, woutd be deAtkoyed, and the 
heattA o4 the betievetz woutd 4okm the 
dwetting ptace o4 God. JeAuA might 
want to know how many cups o4 tea you 
liked with a tonety pekAon, how many 
?TreAtA did you invite to 'shake youk 
table with no thought o4 'shaking at 
theik table, how many petzonz did you 
be4kiend in pkizon. But then, i4 we

ake keeping kecotd we have mizzed it 
again. Ie'suA 'said those who did theAe 
thingA didn't keatize it. They acted 
natukatty out o4 new heattA. 
Someone -aid to me not tong ago that 
gkowth tz not that impoktant, meaning 
the queAtion o4 4aith4utneAA Ahoutd be 
ouk 4ocuA. Maybe we keatty need to 
tearn how to do a tkuty Apikituat yeak 
end evatuation.

1/4)-1-17,54.0.4. 

EDITORIAL  

Dear Friends, 
Themes of Thanksgiving and Christmas 
flood us with reminders through the 
last two months of the year that God 
has been truly great and gracious, 
loving and compassionate, expectant 
and forgiving; that most of us have 
been blessed with abundance and 
affluence unequaled anywhere. But even 
here in America all that is in the 
midst of unemployment and illness, 
poverty and homelessness, hate and 
violence, crime and injustice, all on 
the rise today. "Down the stretch" in 
the old year one reads of heroics, or 
acts of benevolence, but as time 
passes into the new beginnings of 1 
January of a new year, those permanent 
needs have not been met, and those 
problems have not been remedied. For 
many the new year will just be another 
chapter in their pain, suffering and 
frustration, and you and I will have 
shelved our awarenesses, and our 
concerns will have been put on the 
back burner for now. Whew - survived 
another	 season	 of	 really	 not 
effectively doing anything. You 
readers are obviously also survivors, 
and who might we know that is "hanging 
in" only by a thread?!! 
We have not sufficiently responded to 
Jesus in our interaction to mankind's 
dilemma, nor do we respond to 
editorialists with conscience who try 
to give it to us straight.



WORSHIP SERVICE 
EVERY SUNDAY AT /0 OeLOCK A.M. 

Church Address : 504 NE /6 Sr. 

Through December we found 
out several things: The 
love and bonding within 
our	 fellowship,	 the 
commitment of all those in 
our fellowship, and the 
talents and abilities that 
are available within our 
fellowship. Thanks from 
all to all. 

Much of the above was visible at the 
workday, preparation and decoration, 
and hosting of the neighborhood 
Christmas Tea Party on Sunday, 12 
December, at the church. While young 
people from the neighborhood and our 
church fellowship played games and 
partied with cookies and other snacks, 
the adults combined into quite a choir 
with	 "neighbors"	 conducting	 and

accompanying for a good old-fashioned 
Christmas carol sing. The rainy 
weather outside only slightly dampened 
the spirit of street caroling and 
fruit plate distribution to shut-ins 
in the neighborhood. 
We are attempting to make church 
activities truly family experiences. 
Bring your children into our church 
family. 
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In the great tradition this is the 
season for New Year's resolutions. Let 
no one throw cold water on it or be 
disparaging about that, but if the 
season adds undue pressure, just to 
conform when you are not ready, 
remember - you must be comfortable 
with your resolve whatever it may be 
and be able to completely be self-
supportive and believe in it.
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Today is Christmas Day, and in a very 
few days we will dismantle most of the 
audio-visual remnants of the season. 
Will our spirits be resilient enough 
to bounce back after our celebration 
of giving and receiving loot, and 
retain the spirit of Christmas throulli, 
all the coming year? After our fir 
hurdle for Martin Luther King Day to 
show tolerance, charity, understanding 
and love, we will still have the rest 
of the year to test and live our 
faith. 
Trust you all had a warm and wonderful 
Christmas. So, best wishes to you all 
for 1994, and love more and/or just 
love better.
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