In the thnree blochs

wesd of oun church ane

These houses
good houses taﬁay Lg”%ﬁ%ywﬁﬁﬁ

not been vacated and vandafized. These houses now
s4tand a4 monuments to something gone wrong in oux
society. While <thene may have been various direct
causes, the nooi cause of what went wrong was
nacial hatrned. "Unfortunate," "foo bad," "what a
shame" on  "what a waste" are words to express how
people feel when they 4ee these empty houses. We
may even hear it sadid that we have sinned but it
414 sefdom undenstood as a sin that God will judge
us gua va Zhai will sepanaie wsé fiom the presence
of God forever as described in Matt. 25.

eight boarded up houses,
built and would be

We now have oun chunch home in  this
community. We come from outside the community. We
are a diffenent economic cfass. Few of us have
been victims of nacial hatred. How can we give

authentic witness to zthe
community?

This may be an incomplete answen,
step toward undernstanding how we can
nelate to this community. In a noxmal mix of
people some ane hardworking, high achievers and
othens are monre dependent on othens to do things
gon_them. Some have high inteffigence and othens
5% Le to undenstand simplLe things. Some ane
go decision  maherns, othens always bungle
decisions. Some Lead and othexs follow. This is
noxmal. I{ these form a community of people who
cane for each othen, things can go wefl. Problems
begin when we {sofate people, separate them into
groups. In  the wisdom of God everyone needs the
others, but we have Jisolated people. Rich people
often think they don't need the poor butf if we
nemoved them completely instead of isolating them
Zhe nich would find neal s0o0n how much they need
Zhem. We belfieve we must see ounselves not as the
ones to 4solve the problems but more as a mixing
and shaning ounselves, to be a part of a whole in
God's mone penfect wau fon humanity.

Kingdom of God 4in thdis

but maybe a
begin o

Oun society does not share this view, nor do
we come naturally to share this value. The §ins
step, a4 Jesus said 40 many yearns ago, L& -

aepent, the Kingdom i4 here.
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Mon. 6 Sept. 93 - Labor Day
Tub:? Sept. 93 - {Variable) Begin new school

yean
Sat™11 £ Sun. 12 Sept. 93 - Governor's Festival -

Lincofn Blvd.

Fri. 17 Sept. 93 - JMC Supponi Committee Meetding
Sat. 18 £ Sun. 19 Sept. 93 - OkLahoma Convention
in Hydnro

Sat. 18 Sept. 93 - Begin OkfLahoma State Fain, OKC
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Dean Friends,

It seems only yesienday that young people,on
4tudents of any age, were being encouraged o
stnive fon exceffence and given best wishes fon
the new schoof yearn. More and more one hearns/neads
of the disaster of oun educational system -
students not being taught "readin, ‘'aitin' and
'‘anithmatic," non English, non histony, non
geography - what are they faught? Cerntainly Litile
of "vafues® and "moraldty,? bui pleniy ovg ndgh-
tech and computers. That's impontanit also, fusit Zo
be able to heep up and be competitive, bui is Zthat
all thene is Lo Life?

Dealing with allegiance Lasz
thneatened 2o continue with the closing
pledge we afl know 40 well. Here goes:

"One naition, unden God (supreme court hasn't
heand that pant?), indivisible, with Liberty and
fustice fon all." There is a Larnge segment of ounr
popufation, including vast numbens of Amendicans,
that don't daily expenience <that £Last poriion
about Liberty and justice - sometimes it comes oul

month I
of that

being fon centain groups on individuals, on even
only when it seems politically expedient on
convenient (a4 in not crneating 4inconvendent

consideraiions).

1t would seem, and don'il we witness Lt eveny
day, that in the absence of Liberty and justice
for  afl aren't we nullifying the  wond
"Indivisible"? The hate that we manage Zo generate
truly divides us to zthe extent that we have a
numben of ethnic subsocileties instead of a
cohesive society of Amernicans. Maybe we should
demand that oun fLegislatons be better nole models
as Amernicans than menely panty faithfuls. Think on
these things. Best wishes, Care to nespond?

TP et L2 .

Deoce

As Joy Mennonite Chunch bids {arewell to
Michael King, we do 40 with many mixed feelings;
it was painful to onlfy be able to watch Zthis young
man of 36 yeans, Alowly at {insit, then rapidly,
wasite away and finafly expining on Satunday, 7
Augusz 1993. Such a zZragedy - a vdieitim of AIDS.
His suffering and torment are over now, and he L4
at peace, and God be praised forn that. Resi youn
soul, Mike. To the end Mike expressed his Love and

appreciation for us here at Joy Mennonite, and fox
his brief association with us. We hope <zthose
memories can be 4hanred with Mike's family,

togethen with oun condolfences o them in Christian
Love <o ease tLhein pain and brighten Zhein
nemembrance of Mike.

Joy Mennonite Chunch




WORSHIP SERVICE

EVERY SUNDAY AT IO Ocrocx A.M.

| MATLCOWROY A

(F-E-L-L-O*W-S-H‘I‘P)

@a@;@m "Wonk day at the chunch" was sel fon
the {insz Saturday of each month
Enm (nonmally f{oflowing wornship commitiee
meeting), and it fafls on Saturnday, 4

"Ews September of Zhe Labon Day weekend.
This gives those not traveling on with

%gg no other 4pecdal p.‘:ana a change at
=5 fdellowship while being constructive.
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Joy Mennonite Church will behaving v 3L
booth 4pace aif the Governnonr's Festival on Lincoln : g”f 3 b
BLvd. south of the capitolf buifding on Sat., 11 : oo — 38— —
and Sun. 12 Sept. 1993, Oun membens will _éﬁ'n“r?—?-‘—mm IBLT
28tennately be manning zthe booth. We wifl be o 1 A
1isplaying and selling selfhelp craft items {rom coaves W ONEEE e
the Etcetera Shop in Weathernford while handing out __pEEZ8 £ 3 % T

{liens/memos neganding Joy Mennonite Church, its
existence and Location in the community.

Church Address: 504 NE 16" ST.

Joy Mennonite Chunch Support Committee will

be at the church on Fri. 17. Sept. 93 for Zthedix

Quantenly” meeting. A {ellowship meal will be

senved to committee and church membens at 6:00

p.m. with the meeting {§ollowing at 7:00 p.m.
Membens, tny to plan Zo afiend.

The annual meeting of the OkLahoma Convention
of Mennonite Churches will be held at Bethel
Chunrch in Hydno, 0K on Saz., 18 and Sun., 19 SepZ.

93. We hope Joy Mennonite wilff once again be well .
nepresented at this vdital and Jinspinational
conventdion.

We do hope Zhat chunches neceiving This

Special music  Seplember Sundays will be  Letten ane also posting them Zo be seen
provided on handlfed by Chearyl Crichley on nead P g
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