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I am wniting this 4{rom Guatemala. We came Zo
Guatemala with a group o4 young people who
are taking a special three-week counse at
the Mennonite Seminary in GuaZemala City.
This counse is designed to help peopfe from

the finst wonfd undenstand the realities 4in
the thind wonkfd. It L4 amazing the
observations the youth have made after one

week with Guatemalan families. They observed
that these families spend fime Zogethen. In
contrast to Noath Amenicans who Lnvesl mosit
of thein time and enengy %o acqudinre things,
Latin Amenicans Ainvest much mone in family
and human nelationships.

It has been podinted out to us by peoplfe here
that Nonth Amendicans have more fo gdve up Zfo
become part of God's kingdom than Latins do.
Wealth also blinds us, keeps us from seeding
on undernstanding what the kingdom of God is

2o be. But we must also nremember that
nedlther Latin culture non North Amendican
culture will bring us naturnally Lo the
kingdom. Jesus 4spoke of Zhe kingdom in the

context of sunvivaf needs, food and clozthes,
. The hingdom of God 44 greater than
(fLy and mone Zo be 4sought Zhan personal
surnvival., We can undenstand that the kingdom
of God 4i4 greater than earthly wealih but
when Jesus said 4t was o be sought moxre
than pernsonal surnvival it ztruly becomes a
counter culztune value. No cuffure Zeaches
such a value, and we do nof acquinre such a
value naturally.
Maybe that is why Jesus used the terxm "seek
the kingdom." It does not fust happen. IX i
the wonk of God 4in the world. It is the
spindit of God calling us. 1% is The spindt
04 God teaching us. We wifl neven undenstand
everyZhing atl af once, but as we commil
ounselves to one step we can see The next
step. As  hingdom people then we wilf always

be a seeking people.
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Dean Friends,

We hope zthat whenever you arne spending youn
summen, thdings are wefl with you. Oun
prayerns are with alf of you - enjoyding

vgoation and famify neunions, or facdng
’«fmt disastens. ‘
This month is oun thind newsfetten with

questions to the neaden, and youn nresponses
are impontant to us - but Aif you have at
Least given othen questions some Zhought,

that's a starnk.
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We don't hknow how
without offending

controversial we can get
- on must get o eficit a

tesponse. My wife tells me not to gei
pofitical, but politics doesn't have Zhe
cornen on the confrovernsy manket.

Last month: Christian vs. Amendican, with a

threat to explone allegiances and how zthey
might be displayed. ALLegiance (by Websten):
(1) Fidefdizy, onr obligaition of fidelity, zo
a goveanment on 4ovenedign (Caesan); (2)
gidelity 4in general, a4 Lo a principle
(God). Number one may be viewed to include
mandazed allegiance = Legislation,
ondinances, codes, efc., whife number Zwo
seems to allow fon opinion, fudgmenit, and
pernsonal decision. Caesar would nrather we
had no othen chodice, while God wishes us Zo
be abfe to make the night choice.

I won't write it out - we all know oun
pledge of allegiance - afien "the {Lag"” (a
piece of cfoth) Lt continues "and Lo the
nepublic for which it stands.” It appeans

that's where mosi ceaste comprehending that

pledge - it ends "with Liberity and fjusitice
for afl" (we may deal with that next month).
But we wanted o explore oun displays of
allegiance - now fthat we have defined Zhe
wonrd.

On "Caesan's side, Through the ages Zhenre
have always been armies with the standand

fag) beanens Leading the charge
whife the "fLag wavens" stayed home talhing
of ZThein patrioZism and "fidefity." I have
been Zold that carnrying or waving bannens ox
glags was a barbaric expression.

Websten aflso states: (1) Flag - a piece of
cloth...bearing devices and colons to
designate (show affiliation on asdocilation
with, on allegiance £o) a nation, 4sfate, on
organdization. (2) Bannen - a fLag on
standand bearing a mofio on device. These
definitions don't exclude oun attitudes that
we may profect o observerns with ourn Lives
and actions.
Well, Mennondifes

(bannen on

(probably othens also) ane
on a bannen binge - we even stanted a pool
gon  bornrnowing on ALoaning bannens fon
display, but it appeans fthat the univernsally
accepted Chaistian fLag i4 being banned from
our churches. Oun Amenican f§Lag goes finst
and i4 accompanied by the Chrnistian {Lag.

Whether we {£ike it ox not, Zhe onganized
chunch as weflf as individuals arne matten-of-

factly Living with and displaying
allegiances to God, and also to Caesan, and
nightly 40. 1 hope <the neadens do not feel
that to be a compromise, aftern atl, the Laws
o4 Zhe Land have made it possible 2o
expernience the 4reedom to wonship, and the

opportunity to penpetuate oun beliefs.




WORSHIP SERVICE

Hopefully, this is not seen as a trade-o0f§ - : EVERY SUNDAY AT 10 Ocrock A.M.
therne may be no need forn conflict 4if 4in '
thanking God {on his grace we show respect
Zo Caesan fon oun gnrneedoms.

Oh yes, this month's question: Do on musit
§lags dimindish ourn Loyality and allegdiance 2o
God and Christ's teachings? 1§ we heep oun '
allegiances in pernspective, do not suppont,

buz openly oppose injustice, immornality and peace
the undesinables, then 1 think not.

Love and best wishes fo all,
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Biff and Thea hefd a second
Church Address: 504 NE 6 ST

wonship senvice afifen shaning

S=====—=| in the wonship senrvice in the

===—=— | chapel at Presbyternian
FIIES Hospital (special Zthanks *to
Shinley Wathins). The group was bfLessed with DATES TO REMEMBER
additional {ellfowship with Norma Maxweflf. We
hope to have her in oun {ellowship again D 0 4 Day s o 4§ Summen
when Ahe can. Monday, 6 SepZember 1993 - Labor Day

Jenrny and Manlis Nickel broughi oun group a

senvice with a message, and very rdch 4n

special music and group singing. What Zalent

they have brought us.

Chenyl Crnitchfey and the women of the church |

brought an "Are we wonthy God Vessels?" ; .
senvice fo us. Makes us stop to think what

we are and what we do 4in 2this wornld of
tunmoif and viofence. David Craighead once
again wonshipped with us. % We do hope that chu&c.heé necedving This
Peter and Kay Bruecknen will be back grom Letten ane also posiing them to be seen
their vacation 4in <Lime Lo braing us the on nead.

senvice and message on Sunday, 1 Auguszt.

1t is oun desine <zthat Zhese "Lay" messages

[ togethern with Moses and Sadies' message from

' Centrnal Amenica wifl assist oun spirnitual

grnowth in the Joy Mennonite Chunrch.
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