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I have some questions about how we 
celebrate Memorial Day. I particularly 
have to wonder why the church has not 
provided some alternatives to the 
business interests in the commemoration 
of our deceased loved ones.

I zute btew it ta6t month - not one 
wand to honot and temembet out mothet6. 
Memotiat Day, jurt now ending, wedged 
between Mothet i z Day and Fathet'6 Day, 
makez it apptoptiate to pay ttibute to 
both now. Viziting the “nat tuting 

As for myself, I have never put flowers	 pace os many ifq my Sam.Jy membet's 
on the grave of my loved ones. I grew 	 be0te me - a-t Tabora Chutch Cemetety -
up among a people who had a sense that	 thete wete 'some teat 's os joy tot the 
the Catholic church, out of which we 	 memoty o lc my patentz: much cq that good 
camc, in paying tribute to our dead	 you zee in me I atttibute to theit carte 
made little deities of some of them, to	 and to y ing.	 They teceive no btame - I 
which we objected. We would not pray to	 Outt them none Sots thoze undezitabte 
a saint. We cut the grass around the	 quatitiez you zee in me. My capacity 
graves of our loved ones and left it at	 tot tove iz a tteazuted tegacy Strom 
that.	 them, tot "the gteatezt as thew iz 

tove." 
I, however, consider putting flowers on 
the grave of our loved ones a cultural 	 N you patentz tive 6titt - tove them; 
custom which	 is neither right nor	 .is they ate a memoty - think cq them 

Ilir , it is just the way we do it. But 


	

uld raise a question about how the	
tovingty. 

church has blindly followed the secular	 /tiz amazing what, with hetp Strom the 
culture in remembering our dead and has	 govetnment, ha.b happened to Memotiat 
failed to provide any alternatives to	 Day. Ftom what I zee thete iz no mote 
the trends we would call pagan in other 	 tamity tie tecognization - a zecond 
cultures.	 Vetetan's Day ha 's been cteated a-t the 

expence q ttaditionat vatuez.	 - 
We might begin by thinking about the

 
way we bury our dead. I grew up in a 
waus ture where buryi 

a spiritual experience,
ng our l

 and and we did 
not permit business -i ni- Py,,sts to take

	 II 	 mFg cl o 

control. What would we say about the 	 11111 II	 II	 tail ma b 
exorbitant prices we pay to bury our 	 The "Pastors for Peace" caravan was in 
dead if we saw it in another culture?	 Oklahoma City Friday, 21 May, to Sunday 
What a way to show respect for a loved	 23 May, a number of them overnighting 
one.	 at Joy Mennonite Church.	 Moses and


Sadie hosted and served them Sunday 
I would like to raise a question and 	 breakfast prior	 to their departure for 
ask for	 a response from you,	 the	 points south - destination Nicaragua, 

readers:	 with a truck load(s)	 (they will merge

with several caravans in San Antonio) 

Who is leading our society in the way 	 of donations of aid to that central 
we bury our dead and the way in which 	 American country.	 A number of. Joy 

we rmember them , business interests or	 Mennonite Church members escorted' them 

p	 le of the faith? Are we moving more	 to 1-35 south to give them one final 

t	 rd spiritual experience or more	 "bon voyage." 

toward business interests? Give us your 
opinions and send them to the address	 Win some - lose some!! Our first Joy 

given in the newsletter. 	 Mennonite Church picnic/cookout came 
off without a weather hitch and with
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On the WedneAdayA 2 and 9 June, Joy 
Mennonite'A midweek meeting group wilt 
meet 4ot viAitation a-t Ron and Judy 
PetkinV home, 4244 NW 17th St. 
(between May and 7-44). Midweek bibte 
'study witt teAume on 16 June, atAo a-t 
the Petkin6 tuidence, at 7:00 p.m. 

Ftiday evening until Sunday motning, 18 
-to 20 June, the JMC 4amity campout 
at Lake Thundetbitd - on the eaAt Aide. 

Betnie Btoom, one o4 the patticipant6 
o4 the PaAtotA bon. Peace caravan, witt 
'show	 and	 6peak	 o4	 that 
experience a-t 7:30 p.m. Sunday, 20 
June, a-t Memotiat Chti,stian Church, 
1915 N. Meridian Ave.., Ottowing a 
pottuck /upper a-t 5:30 p.m. 

IMC'A Chetyt Ctichtey witt teat home o4 
het chitdten'is hzor.ieh a-t the church, 
504 NE 16th St., on WedneAday evening, 
23 June, a-t 7:00 p.m. Att are invited. 
Re4teishment,s witt be 'served. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Mon.	 14 June '93	 Flag Day 
Sun.	 20 June '93	 Father's Day 
Sun.	 4 July '93	 Indenepdence Day 
Mon.	 5 July '93	 Celebrate the 4th 

Long	 Dry	 Spell 
Mon.	 6 Sep. '93	 Labor Day 
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We do hope that chutcheA receiving th-U 
tettet are at 's() po4ting them to be Aeen 
on read. 

4708 OUTPOST DRIVE- SPENCER, OKLAHOMA 73084 
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coo.(7-",p, Fe, pa% 1 Church Address 504 NE /6L Sr 
good attendance on 1 May at Gene and 
Jayne Hamilton's home. Our second try, 
combined with our monthly business, 
meeting at Midwest City's Regional Park 
was called for inclement weather.	 We 
moved indoors at the church with 
meeting and fellowship meal following. 
It was good to welcome recent church 
service visitors	 Robert and Sandra 4Ip Millett	 with	 son	 Leon	 to	 t


fellowship experience. 

Water got a bit deep around parts of 
Oklahoma City on 8 May. Another 
opportunity for MDS to show their love 
and concern, and Moses and Sadie have 
been right in the middle of it. They 
are all heart. 

The Oklahoma Mennonite pastors and 
their wives met at Joy Mennonite Church 
for their quarterly meeting on Tuesday, 
1 June, 1993. Canoe1800s 

Moses & Sadie Mast 
4708 Outpost Dr. 
S pencer, OK 73084
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