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I want
letter to the new members and others
who may not be members but have chosen
to meet with us. You have contributed
so much more than just a new face. It
is the way each of you is helping to
build the ©body. If we go with the
flow we don't need help to hang in
there. But serious Christians have
never gone with the flow. Some things
are terribly wrong in the sight of God
but if it doesn't affect us we tend to
say it 1s not so important. If we
don't help each other it is certain we
will more or less adopt our society's
ways, some of which are very wrong.
Paul tells wus that Christians should
speak the truth to each other (Col.
3:9). During the war in El Salvador
church workers were frequently
detained and sometimes killed. Working
for the <church was dangerous. One day
:\‘alvadoran church worker asked an
volunteer: "What makes you stay in
this war-torn country?" The MCC
volunteer, somewhat taken aback, said
something about being in solidarity

to dedicate my portion of this

with his suffering brothers and
sisters. '"Do you mean that?" asked the
Salvadoran, and then added, "I will
hold you to it."

Doesn't it seem the Salvadoran
understood something about speaking
the truth to each other in a way that

we don't? The Salvadecran had a2lzc sgid
that he had not expected to be alive
by that time anymore. His commitment
was one in which he expected to die
and he was expecting his North
American coworker to share this
commitment. In our country we tend to
soften our commitment. We tend to
focus on the good things about each
other and suppress the wrong. We tend

to be less than truthful with each
other.

Now that I have said this, I ask
myself if I really want you to speak
t truth to me. Unless we are
se®ious about our commitment, the
truth will offend us. We are like the

before he 1is seriously
drinking and is
the truth

alcoholic
committed to stop
offended when people speak
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to him. But once a person 1is
seriously committed, that person
welcomes the truth.

So let me again express my
appreciation to you who have joined

with us, whether by membership or just
attending. I hope we can feel how
much we mneed each other. If you live
in the Oklahoma City area and look for
a place to worship, please feel
welcome to visit us. We are trying
hard to be an inclusive, welcoming
people.
In Christian Love,
Pastor
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Dean Friends,
My goodness -
exprnession o4 shock on
surnprise - Like whene
did the yean go, orn an
explanation o4 why 1 have
S been treated 40 good 2this
past yean. 04 counse, Zhe Lattern i5 a
foke; that L4 not the way God

eithen an

operates. God i4 ztruly good, showing
us daily all those aZiributes that-
mankind can only with dif ficulty

(frustrnation) write about.

People hid abou being bonn
on Chnisimas PDay. .MosZ o4
oun neadens know one such
person, and that is nothing
to kid anound about. Does
God give good Chaistians
gifts, orn what. Momenis ago,
on TV {rnom Nashville, a
singen stated, "It's not having the
Chnistmas spirnit in this season, but
having Zhe Apindit of Chnist in
Chrnist."

Oun govennment, out of
context with the
chunch/state issue, A4
trnying to keep neligion
(Chnist) in the closel.
Unden the protection of
the constitution prayen
banned in schools and othen
and now (4in OkLahoma)

L4 beding
pubfic places,
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some want Santa banned

dnom schools.
In a country whose "Legal Ztendern"
tells the wondd "In God we Trust" ane
going down Zhe Zfube?

Made Zo Look as though there was no
morne space, At was neally an editon's
overnsight. The Joy Mennonite Chunch
Suppornt Committee deserved yean's end
necognition fon thein prayens and
othen evidences of zthein Love and
dedication Zo us, oun growth and

dunvival. Love and best wishes to Zhem
all always.

We have come the season
whore most 04 us have obten wished
othens peace on earth. While we ane
not Ainvolfved in a wan pen se and thenre
is presently no global conflict 4in
proghess, Zthe clvil
conglicts and othen acts of
violence we rnead about daily

away grom

b ¥ ,

= indicate a sernious absence

A 04 peace. Churches and

' church membens need Zo wonrk
with oun Leaderns and other wonkd
Leadens o bring wus all "Peace on
Euanth" and in oun communities and on

oun slneets.

Greetings and best wishes forn the New
Yean may neach oun readerns a day Late
- timing o4 the holiday and the pony
express will see to fthat. Have a Happy
New Vean, fullf of peace and Love.
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Fit e New Vean's DPay
3 - Martin Luthen King
Day
- Valentine's Day
- Presdidents Day
- Ash Wednesda
- St. Patnich's D
- Pafm Sunday
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