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the congregation does not follow an

. 1 2 idea or opinion does not make it of
99 no value. Everyone's opinion

should be heard and the decisions
we Teach are intended for all to be
winners. What matters most is that
people care about the future of the

church. What do you see if you
At Joy Mennonite we are currently imagine Joy Mennonite five years
involved in some important from now?
decisions about where to meet and Your Pastor,
what Joy Mennonite Church wants to
become. Decision making can unite t27?76¢4L2<l, -2??éidbdk'
a congregation or it can cause ) )
divisions. The process is so It's been good talking W&fh many of
important. The process of making you §rom the OkLahoma City area -
decisions can be, and has the Zhose whose numbens 1 found in Zne
possibility o€ being, iota phone book. 1'd Love %o tqﬁk with
invigorating in the life of the more of you - 5°.wh9 not give me a
congregation than the actual call. I am hogLng that we can
decisions reached. visit with you in penson somefdime
An important part in this process in Zhe 5“{“Te' Qe'd Love to hage
is the <congregational-pastor role. you come visit us in our home ox in
Who should be responsible for the Zhe church. THose of you from out
vision of the future of the o4 town and out of state - we'd
congregation? Where should the Love o hean from you also.
ideas come from? It is clear that

.‘40 one can lead without a vision of Jr {

where to go and an idea of how to
get there. A congregation has a
right to expect the pastor to E ITCEHJXL
provide a vision. But a leader is e —
called to lead and not to push, Dean Friends,
neither 1is the wvision to come With alf of us wornking at it we
exclusively from the pastor. The have wound zZhe
church in Acts believed that vision summen down and
would spring up from every ourn Last {Ling
generation. Your youth shall have seems it would
visions and your elders shall have have been mone
dreams. "Even on my servants, both fitting calling
men and women, L will pour out my 41 Labonen's
spirit."  Acts 2:18 NIV. The most Day, but then even non-Labonrers get
important role of the pastor is to the day 066 to celebrate.
facilitate the sharing of these
visions and dreams and make them In this "Vean
fruitful in the life of the \ 0f the
congregation. Indian” - Ain

A congregation with life and
vitality is not one without
differences. A congregation with
vitality is one where its people
care deeply about the church and
.its future and have ideas and

OkLahoma any-
way, opportu-
nities have
abounded to
Leann 04,
obsenve, ap-

opinions, and it 1is predictable preciate and
that these will vary. The only even Love zthe culturne of Nafive
alternative is indifference. Americans. The General Conference
The process of decision-making in has, at Sioux Falls, trnied to make
the church 4is not a '"some lose, a fresh start with forgiveness fonr

some win" situation. Just because oun past acqudiedcence and apathy




whene Native Amenicans have been BEcl/iaR WoRSHLS SERVICES
concerned. The General Confenence Every Syspayv A7 /0700 AM
has obviously done Zhis with some ' L s p—
success An the blLack community
also. Have we done this across Zhe
board? Does this nreally make us
jeel cleanen?
We definitely need o
honon and nespect al?l
cultunes and naces;
Amendicans have
established a "culturne"
also in the Last 350
yearns, grequently not
honorably, but L4
Zhene. The clock can
no Longen be turned back, 40 now
Amenicans, rnegardless 04 thein
onigin, must Leann Zo honorn the
culturnes of all the Amendicans
around ud, and
Leann to honon
oun own
cultune, making
Lt hononrable Ain
the sight of
God, and the
nest 04 the
world, with
Love.
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In a turn of events
Smﬂmﬂﬁmw closing the VS unit at
B 504 NE 16th St. here
ERMI in OKC, the trustees
of the Western

N[ws District Conference
(owners of the above

property), wishing not
to have the ©building

The hands 04 stand vacant and not
welcome and be .used, are letting.
§riendship anre us use the building there as our
always ex- church home. We are moving even as
tended. Since you read this, and will be open for
oun Last news- worship at the same 10:00 AM hour
Letten we have each Sunday. Hope to see you there
been blessed by a numbex 04 - that is at the southwest corner
visitons: Susie Joy Mast (extended at the intersection on NE 16th
churnch {damily) {rom Fresno, CA; Street and Lincoln Boulevard.
Kathenine Whitson of Norman, Chenyt (FE-L-L-O*W:S5-H:I‘P)
Crichley and son Jeffrey, Gene and and Shinfey Wathins, allf of O0KC.
Jayne Hamilton and children Mati, Some arne nenewed {riendships, but
JOéﬁ,and Stacey, David Craighead, all are wanmly invited Zo visit us
'_‘Q'q:'- again. ' Canoel800s
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