Thankfulness is not zaking

good gifts for granted.
In Aprif o4 1990 1 went with a
Hondunan church Leader 2o visiz
some chunrches in Zhe nemoze
mountain negion of southenn
Honduras . We annived at the {finst
home aften dark, and there were no
Lights, not even a candle. We wexe
given a plaze of food which I could

God's

not see. I would feef the {ood on
the plate and put it in mu mouth.
To sleep we were given a piece of

plywood placed on top o4 the coxn
which was stoned in one nroom of
thein house. T had no blankezs, and
the mountain ain was chifly. 1 was
cold all night. My gratitude was
gon the morning which {inally came.
The next day we travelfed to anothen
viflage. The {family wherne we stayed
had a 4small wooden table, a {ew
dishes and a small hand grinder 2o
ghind coan fon Ztontillas. They had
no chairs, no furnniture. Again 1
sLept cold and was grateful {forn Zhe
moaning . 1 nevexn felt such
gratitude for a warm bed as 1 did
when I came home from this trip. 1
did not Ztake a comfontable bed {ox
granted. 1 s2ifLL have this {feeling
many Zimes when 1 go <o iy
comfontable bed, I afso 4elt a
sadness fon people who don't have
the very basic things in onder Zo
Live comforntably.

Sometimes oun chifldren take Zthe
things we do fon Zhem fon granted,
and instead of being appreciative
they are demanding. Sometimes oun
children demand Zthings selfishly
and give no Zhought {fon othenrs.
Sometimes oun childrnen telf us that
thein {nrniends get much betten
things {nom thein parnents Zhan they

do. When they do these things we
say they are spoiled and
ungrateful . The best thanks oux
childnen can give us is not verbal
but just enjoy what we give and do
fon Zhem.

Mailing Address: 4708 OurPosT DRive

SPENCER, OK. 73084
Church Telephone No.: (405) 799 -7836

DEGEMBER 1992

Gratitude is a kind of wanm feeling
that does not take the good zhings
we have forn granted but enjoys
these benefits and also feels
sadness fon those who arne deprived
04 Zhese things. We cannot be
thank{ul and self{ish at the same
time. Paul tells us in Romans that
the {inst step away {rom God L4
ungratefulness.

I hope you had a good Thanksgiving
and that the spinit of gratitude
will be with you always.

Youn Paston,

.mc.‘-\t&fif PP

IN MEMORIAM :

1930-1992

departure from this world,
Christ's church 1lost a devout and
dedicated servant.

Ruby, Carol and Brenda lost a loving
and devoted husband and father.

Hydro lost an active and respected
resident of their community.

Joy Mennonite Church lost a staunch
and persistent supporter who loved us
and always had the hand of help
extended.

I lost a friend

Abe Krause
With Abe's

whom I loved dearly.

Rest in Peace Abe. The EDITOR.

Joy Mennonite Church

Slmdaq.fiims welcomes Gene and
-4 Jayne Hamilton and
Chenyl Crnichley who

were warmly necelved
N[ws into oun {4ellowshdip
_ on Sunday, 29

November. They ane
bringding thedn
childnen fto Jesus'
invitation o "fLet the chilfdnren

come unto me."

Joy Mennondite L8 a two-bedroom
churnch. Oun ZLange "ofd nesidence”
setting i4 allowding us Zo provide a
bed 4on people who need shornt-
notice/shont-Zenm accommodations.
14 you can, call ahead Zo one 04f
the {oflowing numberns 4in area code
405: fon Moses at 771-4743, Ralph
at 733-2748, on BilL ai 324-7644,
to make anrangements.
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With distness 1 rnead accounts of
the necent confernence ait Noxrth
NewZon. The Aindication was That
the mind set of many befieves
Mennonites Zo be above family,
chifd on sexual abuse. The nesult
was that no action was taken on Zthe

nesofution on Zthe Aissue. Let's
fust wait a year - maybe it will go
away .

Having gotten 4into a proper frame
of mind {4rnom Thanksgiving which we
hope was enfoyed by all, Let's
extend Zhis attitude into Zhdis
{finst Sunday and subsequent Sundays

in Advent. 1t will prepare us fonr ComINGE EVENTS
appreciation of the {full meaning of F .
this  Chnistmas season. Menny F:t" 251 ?iiem?;§ i i:;*;i;i: gay

Chrnistmas Zo L2 and best wishes : . )
4 a : Mon., 18 Jan. '93 - Martin Luthe

forn 1993. E&LM King Day

Our paster, Moses Mast, will be at the
church Saturdays from 9:00 AM wuntil
noon.
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